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“What has a trip to Yarloop to do with odds 
and ends?” I hear you ask. 

Well, what are the odds of being in a group 
of 15 men and 12 women, and having THREE 
(yes 3) couples of Bruce and Maree, Bruce and 
Maria and Bruce and Maureen? 

And then, what are the odds of travelling 
(for 3 hours) from Augusta to Yarloop in order 
to meet with friends from City Beach not 
knowing this from each other? So it was: East 
meets West and South meets North. 

And this all happened on a most glorious 
day, 9th of May 2009 in Yarloop. 

Where’s that, you may ask.  Well, down 
South-West Highway, after Pinjarra, another 
few kilometres and corners and you’ll see the 
steam boilers that mark the entrance to Yarloop 
(to be exact, 126 km from Perth). 

As you are well aware, this trip was 
organized by John Larner for your interest. 

John Larner, one of Perth’s organ builders, 
lives in Yarloop and had invited us to come to 
see and hear his latest invention: the pipe organ 
(and to be honest, I think this has been built 
from odds and ends also!)  that was in the 
Steam House. 

After the initial deadline was extended, the 
membership started to react positively and in 
the end there were 20 people travelling on the 
Australind from Perth, stop at Armadale, top up 
part of the group and step off the train in 
Yarloop. 

Still another number of people were 
travelling by car to swell the numbers to 29! 

After a shaky start with a delay of nearly 1 
hour due to an incident on the railway line, we 
got underway and arrived at midday.  As the 
plan was to have a demo of the organ first 
before tucking into lunch, we walked the length 
of the town to the Steam Workshops, a leftover 
from the time of the timber industry closed, in 
1978. 

And believe me, when you step through the 
door of the Gift Shop and entrance to the 
Museum, you get transferred back into time by 

approximately 100 years, a wonderful 
relaxing experience.  The getting back to 
today is a bit more painful! 

Graham Devenish was willing to 
demonstrate the organ and it was clear that 
this was another ingenious instrument (and 
player thereof!). 

Due to the added time constraints we 
have not heard the story of the organ, so 
John insists that we have to repeat this 
visit in order to learn more! 

We then headed to the Cabin 
Restaurant where Carmel and her 
voluntary crew feasted us on a roast lunch 
with dessert, coffee and various cakes to 
be kept till later! 

It was remarkable how everyone was 
interested to meet up with any of the other 
travellers, and it needed some coaxing to 
get people back to the Steam House and its 
organ.  We now had free time and access 
to play it, all to our hearts content.  And 
that we did, one after another, climbed the 
bench and performed.  Others strolled 
around through the Workshops and as it is 
all open, the sounds of the organ drifted 
along with the travellers.  It is quite a 
magic experience, believe me. 

Since there was only one train coming 
through that day (and any other day, other 
than the very early morning train) at half 
past three, we had to leave the organ and 
headed for the afternoon tea, after which 
John Larner saw us all off at the train 
station. 

Needless to say, we had a fantastic day, 
fellowship with the Organ Society 
members, some unknown others, yet 
common interest binds.   

As we were unable to do the full 
program as had been planned, we will 
have to go back.  Do you know there are 
plans for Christmas Carols on the first 
Friday in December?  

ODDS AND ENDS IN YARLOOP  (By Carine Leeflang) 
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 BY VAL FORTUNE: A Buffet Dinner 
to celebrate Western Australia Week, by the 
President and Councillors of the Shire of 
Harvey was held on Friday night June 5th 
2009 ,  a t  the  WONDERFULLY 
RENOVATED Yarloop Town Hall. 

The night was hosted by Tania Jackson, 
(Deputy President), who accomplished her 
position admirably. 

After a delicious Buffet Meal, which was 
provided for 80 guests, 5 people received 
Awards for the work they had achieved. 

The first 2 Awards being the Meritorious 
Award, was gratefully received by Jan and 
Bevan Delaney of Yarloop.  Councillor Gary 
Van Burgel introduced Jan and Bevan and 
spoke about their community service in 
Yarloop and their service in the RAAF.  

The 3rd Award being the Certificate of 
Appreciation and Recognition for the many 
years of community service within the Shire 
of Harvey, was gratefully received by Geoff 
Fortune of Mandurah.  Councillor John 
Bromhan introduced Geoff and spoke about 
his commitment to the Yarloop Workshops 
and the Yarloop Yarning. 

The 4th Award being a Certificate of 
Appreciation and Recognition of the many 
years of community service within the Shire 
of Harvey was gratefully received by Carmel 
Hill of Yarloop.   Councillor Bill Adams 
introduced Carmel and spoke about her role 
in the Cabin Restaurant, the help she has 

given to Howard Page and Ken Mitchell and 
the care she given them. 

The 5th Award was a Certificate of 
Appreciation and Recognition of the  many 
years and service within the Shire of Harvey 
was gratefully received by Ivan Trifider of 
Cookernup. Brian Hollands introduced Ivan 
and spoke of the contribution he has made 
over and above the work for the Shire of 
Harvey and the long standing years in 
keeping Yarloop areas clean. 

The President, Peter Monagle gave a 
short speech about the goings on in and 
around the Harvey Shire, which of course, 
includes Yarloop. 
Guest speaker for the night was Geoff 
Cattach AM. John Sabourne introduced 
Geoff and spoke of the many things Geoff 
was involved in and asked him if he would 
speak on these items.  Geoff replied with an 
interesting account of his and Marie’s 
involvement in community affairs.  

Councillor Richard Colum thanked Geoff 
Cattach. 

Micheal Parker, CEO of the Harvey 
Shire thanked the Yarloop Bowling Club for 
the catering of the Buffet Meal, which was  
scrumptious, as I heard one person declare, 
and we all agreed.  

A big thank you to the Shire President 
and Councillors for arranging this 
memorable event for the Western Australia 
Week.   (See Editor’s Note Page 10) 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN WEEK PER SHIRE OF HARVEY  
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ISSUES AROUND TOWN.  Apologies 
for not getting June’s news for the Yarning  to 
you but we had a busy little period in town. I 
have included some of June’s activities with 
July’s. 

TRAFFIC.   SEAT BELTS!   It is human 
collision that injures and kills people. Seat 
belts can help prevent injury and death.  
Wearing a seat belt will protect you from being 
thrown about in a passenger compartment, 
hitting parts of the car or other occupants. 

Although some people are safer drivers 
than others, all drivers run the risk of being 
involved in a crash.  People who drink, drive 
fast, are discourteous or inexperienced, have a 
higher risk of having a crash.  You never know 
when you may encounter a dangerous driver, 
don’t take a chance, always wear your seat 
belt! 

Some people are afraid that they will be 
trapped in the car if they are wearing a seat belt 
and their vehicle catches fire or falls into the 
water after a crash.  Statistics show that it is 
very rare for this to happen.  Wearing a seat 
belt will increase your chances of being alive 
and conscious after a crash so that you can 
escape from these types of situations.  You are 
more likely to be killed or seriously injured if 
you are thrown out of the car, seat belts 
prevent this from happening. 

Unless you or a passenger falls into the 
following category you and they must wear a 
seat belt. 

The driver of a vehicle travelling in 
reverse. Being in possession of a current 
medical certificate authorizing an exemption. 
Doing work which requires getting in and out 
of the vehicle frequently and the vehicle does 
not travel faster than 25km/h. Under the age 
of 12 months and in a taxi if there is no 
suitable child restraint available, or a Taxi 
driver carrying passengers after dark. 

The driver is responsible for ensuring all 
passengers in a vehicle are wearing seat belts, 
however, both the driver and passenger over 16 

years of age can be penalised if the 
passenger is not wearing a seat belt.  
Personally I wouldn’t want to be copping 
a $500 ticket for not wearing it and then 
a $600 ticket for not ensuring that a 
passenger is wearing one. 

CRIME 
A busy little town we have been over 

recent weeks. We have submitted 13 
Incident Reports regarding crime related 
matters within the communities this 
month. 

1 Assault Occasioning Bodily Harm 
1 Threatening a Police Officer 
1 Disorderly Conduct in a Police 

Lockup 
2 Burglaries 
2 Stealings 
1 Receiving Stolen Property 
2 Damages by Graffitti 
1 Breach of Bail 
1 Bench Warrant Executed 
1 Excess 0.08% 
1 No Drivers Licence 
GENERAL 
We have attended 38 jobs within the 

Yarloop/Cookernup communities. 
It is with great pleasure that I advise 

the Yarloop Police Station has been re-
painted, a carport is being erected on the 
side and new carpeting being installed. 

This all goes well as an indicator that 
a Policing Presence is going to be 
maintained at Yarloop for some time to 
come yet. 

It is with deep regret and sadness that 
I inform you all that my partner Richard 
Cornelius is to depart Yarloop in the 
second week of July. 

Richard has been successful in 
obtaining a position as a prosecutor in 
Perth and he will be missed by myself 
and a great many community members. 

His replacement will have big shoes 
to fill.   (Cont/d next page)  

YARLOOP POLICE NEWS 
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Steam Day on the 14th June, 2009 was a 
quiet day in comparison to the several busy 
steam days that were held in 2007 when it 
was normal to have between 180-230 
tourists visit us and then enjoy lunch at the 
Cabin Restaurant.   

We have noticed over recent times that 
the number of overseas tourists has dropped 
to almost nil and the Eastern States visitors’ 
now only one of two a week if we are lucky.  
This we expect is due to the economy and of 
course the cost of fuel.   

On the 17th of June I had reason to go to 
Floreat Park and the fuel prices in one street 
ranged from 115.9 to 135.5 cent per litre for 
unleaded petrol.  I filled up at the Caltex in 
on Pinjarra Road Furnissdale for 118.9 CPL.  
The next morning they had raised the price 
to 131.9 CPL.  Why, is my question, when 
on the news the cost of oil had fallen a few 
cents per barrel?   

Despite all the doom and gloom we see 
around us, we had a great Steam Day with 
about 60 people going through the museum 
and a coach from Villa Carlotta stopped off 
at the Cabin Restaurant for lunch and before 
they continued their journey home to Perth 
and places beyond, they visited the gift shop 
to stock up on jams and pickles as well as 
souvenirs for loved ones. 

CABIN RESTAURANT. Carmel Hill 
has returned from two weeks holiday or 
should I say a break from the ardours of 
working at the restaurant.  How anybody can 
face peeling potatoes for 100 people is 
beyond me and then there is the pumpkin 
and other vegetables to prepare and then 
cook.  All I can say is that the Restaurant 
personnel deserve a medal and a gold one at 
that for the hard work they do.  Thank you to 
all of you.   

RAIN. Rain – what a beautiful sound it 
is on the roof.  At the Workshops there have 
been some good falls of this precious liquid 

JUNE STEAM DAY  (By Dawn Pitts) 

and hopefully it is falling in the catchment 
areas for our depleted dams and moving into 
the agricultural region of our state.   The 
Bureau of Meteorology has an official rain 
gauge in the grounds that is read daily.  Then 
once a month the recorded rainfall is posted 
to the Bureau for official records.  Sadly the 
official rainfall book dating back to the late 
1890s has been borrowed by some one and 
inadvertently not returned so if the person 
responsible could return them it would be 
appreciated.  

AWARDS PRESENTED. There 
were several awards presented on 3rd June 
2009 during a dinner given by the Shire of 
Harvey and held at the Yarloop Town Hall. 
For Western Australia Week. One was from 
the Yarloop Workshops, and one from the 
Cabin Restaurant and received certificates of 
appreciation for their volunteering work to 
the town during the Western Australian 
Week Celebrations. Carmel Hill (Cabin 
Restaurant). Geoff Fortune (Yarloop 
Workshops) and Bevan and Jan Delaney 
(Town of Yarloop).   

Carmel Hill, Yarloop Cabin Restaurant, 
holds a cheque received from the Yarloop 
CWA  for $50 towards the ‘Biggest Morn-
ing Tea’ in aid of cancer research.  Carmel’s 
effort raised the magnificent sum of $570 
dollars, and we at the Journal, and Carmel 
thank the CWA ladies for their support. (No 
names supplied  with photo) 
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FinUCAre in partnership with 
Alcoa of Australia announce the 
provision of free training for those 
people who would like to become 
involved in financial counselling and 
for those already engaged in this field 
of work who would like to keep their 
skills up to date. 

Since its inception in 2005, 
FinUCAre has been providing a free 
and confidential financial counselling 
service to residents of the Peel Region.  
It is staffed by a part-time co-ordinator 
and administrative officer and a small 
team of volunteer financial counsellors. 

There is a continuing need for more 
financial counsellors and this is 
increasing exponentially at this time 
due to the current climate of economic 
uncertainty which is resulting in an 
increasing number of people facing 
increasing financial hardship. 

With suitable training a financial 
counsellor is able to work with the 
client to explore various alternatives 
that may be available to help alleviate 
some of the financial strains being 
encountered. 

Through the generous support of 
Alcoa this training will be made 
available from the premises of 
FinUCAre at 1B, 99 Pinjarra Road, 
Mandurah commencing at 9am on 
Saturday 4th July and running over 

eight consecutive Saturdays. 
Topics covered during training will include 

an introduction to financial counselling, debt 
counselling, basic counselling principles and 
skills, Contract Law, the Consumer Credit Code, 
bankruptcy processes, negotiation and mediation, 
case management, file management, money 
management models and the importance of 
counsellor self care. 

To be eligible to undertake this training 
participants are requested to contact FinUCAre’s 
Administrative Officer, Amanda Townsend by 
telephoning 08 9581 1281 or by email 
admin@warca.org.au to obtain an application 
form. 

FREE TRAINING FOR FINANCIAL COUNCILLORS 

L to R.  John Talbert. Keith Stockins. Lynne 
Reynolds. Trevor Thomas. Marie Hunter. 

Amanda Townsend. Gary Postma. Des Townsend 

COME VISIT THE HISTORICAL YARLOOP 
WORKSHOPS 

Seven days a week from 10 am to 4 pm concession for seniors. Guided 
tours arranged.   Book for lunch at the Cabin Restaurant enquiries on 

Ph. 95811678 or Ph. 95811821 or Carmel on Mob. 0418916163 
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The wife of a heavy drinker 
decided to scare her husband into 
quitting the bottle once and for all.  

When he came home the worse 
for wear one Saturday night, she 
was waiting for him, a white sheet 
over her head and body and 
making all the eerie, weird and 
ghostlike squeals and sounds. 

“Who are you?” her husband 
asked as he staggered inside. 

“I am the devil, the destroyer 
of drunks and sinners.” 

“Shake hands, devil,” he 
offered, “I married your sister.” 

 
Can you love me like James 

Bond,” asked the girl of her beau. 
“Er...welll..no, not really.” he 
said. 

“Well, can you be romantic 
like Tom Cruise?” 

“No, not really,” said the 
bloke, “but I can bite you like 
Lassie!” 

(Cont/d from page two) Regards to you all 
from Laurie and Richard, Yarloop Police 
Station. 

AVDACIBVS IMPONERE LEGES 
 
(Ed’s note:  Casting one’s eye over the list 
of offences committed in our little town, it 
does not seem possible to one who lived in 
Yarloop in the days of respect for the law, 
and those who administer it!   The second 
charge on the list at the left is something 
that society is seeing more regularly 
throughout the entire world.  And I refer to 
‘threatening a Police Officer’. Once 
unheard of; however, I guess that this is 
due to the lack of discipline both in school 
and at home from teachers, parents and 
grandparents who had been reared in a 
family circle and in a world that truly 
cared for the society they lived in.  
Seventy-four years ago as a child of eight, 
I recall my mother one day seeing the 
headline in the daily newspaper of a bank 
robbery in Chicago, where the robbers had 
held customers to ransom to get their 

money and my mother saying that Chicago in 
USA must be a terrible place. Well that 
‘Chicago’ is nothing compared to this 
Australia. That was back in the days when  
Yarloop folk never bothered to lock their doors 
when they went away for a day or a week, for 
the simple reason that people respected people.  
Law-abiding citizens may shake their heads, 
say ‘unbelievable’, and ask where it is all 
going to end, for even in this year of 2009, 
ANARCHY rules supreme, and the law as it 
is being administered is ineffective against 
the rabble that is gathering momentum and 
pitting itself against the Police Force and 
society in general. 

Pat and Bridget say that sterility is 
hereditary: If your parents didn’t have any 
children, the chances are you won’t either! 

Bridget was reading the newspaper. “Isn’t it 
amazing,” she said to Pat, “how just enough 
things seem to happen every day to fill the 
newspaper.” 

Irish Jury: It’s Unanimous—nine to three! 
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YOU THINK ENGLISH IS EASY? 
The Yarning received the following from 

a correspondent, Mrs Helen Alexander, from 
Yarloop. We thank this correspondent and all 
other correspondents who contact us. The 
following sentences demonstrate why the 
English language must seem strange to 
people of other countries. 

The bandage was wound around the 
wound.  (2) Since there is no time like the 
present, he thought it was time to present 
the present.  (3) A bass was painted on the 
front of a bass drum.  (4) I did not object to 
the object.  (5) The insurance claim was 
invalid from the invalid.  (6) The dump was 
so full that it had to refuse more refuse.  (7) 
There was a row among the oarsmen on how 
to row. (8) The buck does funny things when 
the does are present. (9) A seamstress and a 
sewer fell into the sewer.  (10) The wind was 
too strong to wind the sail. (11) Upon seeing 
the tear in her dress she shed a tear. (12) I 
had to subject the subject to some tests. (13) 
How can I intimate this to my most intimate 
friend.  

Let’s face it, English is a crazy language!  
There is no egg in eggplant, no ham in 
hamburger. English muffins weren’t invented 
in England or French fries in France!  
Sweetmeats are candies, which sweetbreads, 
that aren’t sweet, are meat! We take English 

for granted but if we explore its paradoxes 
we find that quicksand works slowly, 
boxing rings are square, and guinea pigs 
are not from Guinea or is it a pig. 

And why is it writers write, but fingers 
don’t fing, grocers don’t groce and 
hammers don’t ham.  If the plural of tooth 
is teeth, why isn’t the plural of booth, 
beeth? One goose, two geese.  So one 
moose, two meese. One index, two indices! 
Doesn’t it seem crazy that you can make 
amends, but not one amend.  If you had a 
bunch of  ‘odds and end’, and got rid of all 
but one of them, what do you call it? 

If teachers taught why don’t preachers 
praught? If a vegetarian eats vegetable 
what does a humanitarian eat? In what 
language do people recite at a play and play 
at a recital? Ship by truck and send cargo 
by ship!   How can a slim chance and a fat 
chance be the same?  Why is a wise guy, 
and a wise man opposites.  You have to 
wonder how your house can burn up as it 
burns down!  You fill in a form by filling it 
out, and an alarm goes off by going on!  
Why is it that when the stars are out they 
are visible, but when the lights are out they 
are invisible!  Why doesn’t Buick rhyme 
with quick?  (to be completed next week). 
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 KEN YOUR LOCAL REP ON Ph. 95909214 or Mob. 0413261365 OR  24 STATION ST YARLOOP. 

MEMBER FOR MURRAY/WELLINGTON 
 

Murray Cowper MLA 
If you need assistance with any local issue, please 

contact my office 
 

Telephone: 95313155 Fax 95313166 
Email: Murray.Cowper@mp.wa.gov.au 

 
Shop 1, Pinjarra Junction Shopping Centre, 

George Street, WA 6208 

Carmel Hill with her award!  Bevan and Jan Delaney with their award! 
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THE KIDS’ PAGE    (Val Fortune) 
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N O T  N O W  D A R L I N G !  
Mummy will see the shell you 
found on the beach later. 
(Note:We acknowledge cartoon 
borrowed from a publication 
printed in the year 1994, and 
thank the author of  it) . 

YARLOOP TIDY TOWNS 2009 
Unfortunately there is not a lot of 

community activity happening which can be 
included in the submission and I am 
disappointed that we have no photographs of 
the successful YARAR instigated ‘skip bin 
project’ (in lieu of kerbside pickup) for 
household/garden waste.  Sadly I have been 
informed that this service will not be 
provided again this year. 

On the upside however, we received a 
certificate of participation from the Keep 
Australia Beautiful Council and have been 
notified that the judging this year will be 
conducted on Tuesday 18th of August at 
10.30 am.  As there are new people involved, 
this will be a great opportunity to introduce 
more ‘out of towners’ to ongoing efforts 
being made to improve Yarloop via the 
Townscape Plan and other initiatives put in 
place during the past twelve months. 

Luckily, I managed to take some 
photographs of the newly installed 
‘silhouettes’ of a man, woman carrying a 

baby and a child playing, for the submission 
before some (definitely NOT community 
minded) person painted the child yellow!! 

I believe that moves are afoot in 
Cookernup to have a playground installed, and 
why not? There are two in Yarloop with the 
‘old installation’ in Railway Parade recently 
moved and combined with new apparatus, 
probably to comply with duty of care 
regulations (?).  I expect to hear news in the 
not too distant future regarding a skate park…
something which has ‘been on the books’ for 
many years with no progress being made 
towards making this idea a reality. 

Have also heard some ‘rumours’ re the 
‘Yarloop Heritage Trail’ which is badly in 
need of up-grading.  That is a vision I have 
personally had for several years but have not 
been in a position to do anything.  I am hoping 
that work can soon begin in this area, along 
with creating community activity at the 
Cookernup Cemetery. Maybe some input 
from the newly created YCGP Advisory 
Group will help these projects get underway.     
Jan Delaney for Yarloop Tidy Towns 2009. 
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Would any Australian be happy about the 
information from a Current Affair segment 
last week informing that the very same 
groceries we purchase here in Australia, are 
much cheaper in New Zealand, at the same-
name supermarkets  trading in both 
countries. Unbelievable, yes it is, 
considering that the Australian market far 
exceeds the New Zealand market in size, and 
on top of that it could be stated that many of 
the products New Zealanders are buying 
cheaper, are produced here in Australia. 
Now is the time for IGA and other 

independent grocery chains  to expand its 
business with fair and honest disposal 
towards the buying public. 

I read a book the other day that was printed 
in 1948, that’s 61 years ago,   and was 
surprised to see it had an article in it on tea.  
Among many  other facts on tea, its growing 
and drying, it stated that the Asians who 
drink 4 small cups a day, believ it is good 
for the heart  cleansing the blood and 
ridding the body of poisonous  substances. 

Yarloop Workshops News: Our new care-
takers Hugh and Marylin have been busy with 
lots of little repairs, locks, signs, gutters etc and 
are currently putting  flashing on the Running 
Shed retaining wall. We are also investigating 
using energy efficient globes in our Steam 
House as part of our efficiency plans to keep our 
running costs down. Our use of skylights and 
insulation has already reduced our electricity 
usage. 

The Royal Show.  Space has been offered at 
the Royal Show. Ron who spent all of the time 
there last year is now tied down with the post 
office.  This year Volunteers are needed to man 
the Workshops display.   Please advise if you 
can make yourself available. 

NOTICE 
 

Please Contact  Ph. 
97335600 for all youth  

holiday activities. 
 

(The ad supplied will not format 
into this particular publishing 

programme due to background) 
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EDITORIAL 
When are the  ‘think tanks’ that legislate new 
laws towards a better social future for all LAW-
ABIDING Australians, going to realise that 
there is a FAST-GROWING element of 
supposedly civilised human beings who need to 
be trained or DISCIPLINED in the rules and 
regulations of a decent and acceptable society. 
In this it is referred to the fast-growing number 
of assaults on ordinary human beings going 
about their lives and work with no malice 
towards their attackers or anyone else in the 
community.  Or should the powers-that-be take 
the step of euthanising these antisocial 
‘enigmas’ for brain analysis to see why this 

malady of society is on a fast increase.  Is 
it because society has put too much 
pressure on people who are not equipped 
to handle  pressure of any kind.  Is it 
because of what we breathe or eat, is it 
(or was it) because of lack of parental 
guidance, love and discipline in the 
school and home of the age-group 
responsible for this outrage against the 
law, and ordinary public?  Whatever it is, 
there are people who have the power to 
do something about it and it should be 
done now!   
 

Lto R Helen shirley, Community Nurse, who gave the opening address at the Morning tea 
on Wednesday June 24th 2009 at the Yarloop Community Health Centre.   Ivan Triffider, 
with his Western Australian Week Award, and Geoff Cattach  AM, who was the guest 
speaker at the Harvey Shire Western Australia Awards night  

to Clifton Road.  There were also speed notices 
warning not to exceed the speed of 15 miles per 
hour, but only three cars in town that were hardly 
ever driven. No electric power and no street lights.  
The town hall was where the fire station is and a 
trip to Harvey was equal to today’s trip overseas.  
Since those days the Harvey Roads board has 
become a Shire and has over the years made vast 
improvements to the town of Yarloop and may it 
long remain and improve continually! 

Avocadoes are a great source of 
potassium.  Half an avocado is said to 
contain 548 milligrams of potassium.  It 
is also stated that people who eat 
potassium rich diets have a markedly 
lower risk of high blood pressure, and the 
related diseeases such as heart attack and 
stroke.  Mix Avocado with diced onion, a 
little Holbrooks sauce, mix well and put 
on unbuttered toast .  Delicious I can 
assure you. 
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LOCAL NEWS   (Val Fortune) 

WELCOME TO THE YARLOOP 
MUSEUM AND GIFT SHOP  We, in the 
Gift Shop and Museum would love to see you 
visit us.  We are open each day at 10am until 
4pm.  On our Steam Days, we open at 9-
30am until 4pm.  Be aware that the steam 
starts to shut down around 2-30pm.  There 
are two Tour Guides to take you through.  
Usually they can start around 10am 
depending on how many are waiting.  Then 
around another half an hour the next one will 
start off.  The Steam Day is on the second 
Sunday of each month between March and 
November inclusive.  Because of the risk of 
fire in the summer time we need to close 
December through to February inclusive.  A 
beautiful baked dinner is available on this day 
too.  Come and join us, you will not be 
disappointed. 

THE GIFT SHOP AND RECEPTION 
ARE.  As the Receptionist in the Gift Shop, 
I would like to meet you and make you 
welcome. Then if you would like to go 
through the Museum, I will ‘take your 
money!’ then give you a ‘ticket’ and you can 
spend all day between 10am and 4pm if you 
wish?  You are able to exit the building, 
have lunch then return because your ticket 
will allow you to come and go for that day..  
We have some lovely items for you to see 
and maybe purchase.  There are Souvenirs, 
books and little furry animals etc. and too 
many items to mention here, so come and 
have a ‘stickybeak!’ or a browse. We do 
have tours by appointment on other days 
beside the Steam Day.  It is a pleasure to see 
you all. 

 

Editor’s Note: As I feel completely ‘at 
home’ within the realms of the Yarloop 
Journal I take the opportunity to publicly 
thank the Harvey Shire for their 
commemoration of Western Australia Week, 
and the Award they saw fit to direct  towards 
me.  However, when one loves doing what I 
do, and under the circumstance in which I do 
it, I feel a little embarrassed at receiving such 
consideration. It is that, Number One, 
Yarloop which is within the Shire of Harvey, 
does not owe me anything, for my childhood 
from around the age of five when I first 
arrived in Yarloop in the year of 1932, was 
one long period of family love, strict 
discipline of parents and teachers, with the 
teaching that I owed the town and society 
something and not society or the town, 
owing me.  And this was proper and correct 
teaching!  I still feel that way about Yarloop 
that gave so much to everyone who lived or 
passed through it. I return in memory of that 
town and all who lived in it, and Number 
Two, I can only do that by the support I get 

first of all from my wife, Val Fortune, and 
our very dear friend Dawn Pitts, both of 
whom allow me to do the things that I 
received the award for, by their extended 
support, their untiring effort as volunteers at 
Yarloop Workshops and assisting in the 
effort we three extend towards the other 
dozens of things we are involved in within 
our own town of Mandurah.  Number Three, 
it is a pleasure driving into Yarloop for 
regardless of what some  may think, it is still 
a lovely little town, still looked after by a 
now much larger shire administration to 
when I was here as a child, and a town 
which has had much financial support from 
the nearby industry of ALCOA.  

When I arrived in Yarloop in 1932, there 
was still an abundance of forest in and 
around town, the streets were all corrugated 
gravel, there was a thick wide deepwater 
paperbark swamp both sides of the railway 
line from Johnston Road  to the hotel, and 
blackberry bushes 15 foot high and 20 
metres wide from the hotel (next page)         
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NED FLIGHT PERPETUAL MEMORIAL TROPHY 
Presented to Pam Stanton, nee Mitchell, (once a Yarloop resident) and Robert Bedson, for 
mixed pairs championship at Loxton RSL Bowling Club South Australia. 7th June 2009. 

YARLOOP POST OFFICE NEWS 
JULY 2009 Phone 97335018 (also fax) 

Is your mailing address correct? We are 
required by law to deliver mail as addressed on 
the item. If your address is outside our mail 
delivery area your mail could be returned to 
sender. If your item has a street address we 
must deliver it there even if you have a PO Box 
number. Because we are a small office we en-
deavoured to direct this street addressed mail to 
your PO Box in the past however we cannot 
continue this as we would be in breach of our 
regulations.  You need to make sure you use 
your postal address not residential address with 
all who write to you. The correct street num-
bers have been in placed outside all properties 
for some years now (Green & White) and lot 
numbers are no longer used. 

Parcels: Are left at residences in a discreet 
location by the contractor unless they have a 
‘do not safe drop sticker’ on them or require a 
signature when they can be collected after with 

the card left after the time given or it is 
raining and they may be damaged. 

New Magazine to be sold at Post 
Offices: From June 29th we are giving a 
free copy (while stocks last) of a new 
magazine called ‘Australia Today’. It 
normally retails at $3.50. This free copy 
contains a voucher to enable you to pur-
chase the next edition for $2.50. However 
if you wish to obtain future copies you 
need to place you order with the Yarloop 
Post Office so we can order them each 
month for you. 

Win $5000: Going overseas? Pur-
chase any form of travel money, foreign 
currency, a Travelex Cash Passport or 
American Express Traveller’s Cheques 
up to July 31 9pm AEST to go into the 
draw to win one of four travel money 
prizes to the value of $5000AU. Prize 
winners are drawn fortnightly. 
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When you travel the highways and byways 
every day of the year, 7 days a week you have 
time to look around at some of the driving 
rules that some people create completely for 
themselves. 

In two earlier Journals we considered 
some driving habits seen with drivers of 
thousands of vehicles we see on the road 
between Mandurah and Yarloop on any given 
week.  The first was the driver who just can’t 
bear to consider any other vehicle ever being 
in  front of him/her.  These drivers have to be 
in front no matter how close they are to their 
destination or how many vehicles are in front 
of them.  They break every rule in the book to 
get to the front of the queue.  This one is the 
‘Queue Jumper’. 

The other driver is the one who for some 
reason drives behind you for mile upon mile 
where there is no oncoming traffic and then 
decides to pass at the last minute when 
oncoming traffic causes him to cut in on the 
car he is passing. This one is the ‘Slow 
Thinker’. 

In this Journal we often strike the driver 
who thinks that because he is travelling at the 
same speed as the car in front, that he might as 

ARE YOU A CARING AND CAREFUL DRIVER? 

well get right up behind you, lock his front 
bumper onto your back bumper and be 
towed along by you to save his fuel.  This 
driver is not deterred when you drop back 
your own speed to get him to pass.  This 
fellow is a greater nuisance at night when 
his headlights are on full beam.  He wants 
to stay close to help you in case you have 
to stop suddenly and he runs into the back 
of your car.  This driver is known as ‘The 
Mechanic’. 

OUR MEMORY 
Into my heart’s treasury 

I slipped a coin 
That time cannot rust 

Nor a thief purloin 
Much better than the minting  

A gold-crowned king 
Is the safe kept memory  

of a lovely thing. 

 Asparagus is one of those vegies you like 
or you don’t like, but this succulent is 
brim full of folate said to help against 
dementia, and Alzheimers. 
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YARLOOP COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTRE 

Open Tuesdays to Thursdays 8 am to 4 pm 
 
 
 

We offer: Social Work Service!  Financial Counselling! Mental Health Services 
Counselling!  Child Health and Immunisation! A visting practitioner and a 

confidential needle and syringe programme! 

Suggestions for health-promoting groups and activities welcome!  For appointments for 
further information contact the Commonwealth Care nurse or reception on Ph. 97822350. 

OUT AND ABOUT IN THE COMMUNITY 
A community meeting, convened by the 

Harvey Shire and Alcoa, was held at Yarloop 
Masonic Lodge Hall on Monday 15th June to 
inform local people of the role the newly 
formed Yarloop Community Grant Program 
Advisory Group will play over the next three 
years in distributing the money invested by 
ALCOA in the Shire of Harvey. 

The money will be available on 
application to provide financial support to 
community groups in Yarloop.  The YSGP 
Advisory Group replaces the original YPAG 
(Yarloop Precinct Advisory Group) which 
was responsible for allocating money in 
Yarloop through the Harvey and Waroona 
Development Fund established 2003/04. 

There were representatives from Alcoa 
and the Shire of Harvey, including three 
Councillors, present.  Tim Hartland and Tom 
Busher both spoke and outlined the aims of 
this group to twenty or so local residents who 
attended, and asked for interested people to 
nominate as Community Representative for 
the new Advisory Group. 

On Wednesday 24h June a morning tea 
held at the Yarloop Community Health 
Centre was very well attended by local 
residents and others, some of whom are 
involved in the health care industry.  Helen 
Shirley, the Community Nurse who works at 
the Clinic on Wednesday, welcomed 
everyone and a sumptuous morning tea was 
served.  Well done! 

The various activities carried out at the 
Centre were explained and people were asked 
to discuss their ideas with others during the 
morning.  Ideas of what would be good for 
local residents; anything that is needed in 
town; what programmes could be provided; 
were a few suggestions put forward. 

It will be very interesting to see what 
eventuates in Yarloop following this 
gathering, which enticed so many people out 
despite the extremely wet weather! 

Jan Delaney for the people of Yarloop. 

Oleic Acid is said to lower cholesterol and to 
get oleic acid, you will find it in avocadoes. 
So, right or wrong try them and see! 


